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this new textbook gathers an international roster of top security studies scholars to provide
an overview of asia pacific s international relations and pressing contemporary security
issues  it  is  a  suitable  introduction  for  undergraduate  and  masters  students  use  in
international  relations  and  security  studies  courses  merging  a  strong  theoretical
component with rich contemporary and historical empirical examples asia pacific security
examines the region s key players and challenges as well  as a spectrum of proposed
solutions for improving regional stability major topics include in depth looks at the united
states relationship with china security concerns presented by small and microstates the
region s largest group of nations threats posed by terrorism and insurgency the region s
accelerating  arms  race  and  the  potential  for  an  asian  war  the  possible  roles  of
multilateralism security communities and human security as part of solutions to regional
problems

on december 18 1863 just north of elizabeth city in rural northeastern north carolina a large
group of white union officers and black enlisted troops under the command of brigadier
general edward augustus wild executed a local citizen for his involvement in an irregular
resistance to union army incursions along the coast daniel bright by conflicting accounts
either a confederate soldier home on leave or a deserter and guerrilla fighter guilty of
plundering farms and harassing local unionists was hanged inside an unfinished postal
building the initial fall was not mortal and according to one union soldier s account bright
suffered a slow death by strangulation his heart not ceasing to beat for twenty minutes until
now civil war scholars considered bright and the union incursion that culminated in his
gruesome death as only a historical footnote in executing daniel bright barton a myers uses
these events as a window into the wider experience of local guerrilla conflict in north
carolina  s  great  dismal  swamp region and as a  representation of  a  larger  pattern  of
retaliatory executions and murders meant to coerce appropriate political loyalty and military
conduct on the confederate homefront race political loyalties power and guerrilla violence
all shaped the life of daniel bright and the home he died defending and myers shows how
the interplay of these four dynamics created a world where irregular military activity could
thrive myers opens with an analysis of antebellum slavery race relations slavery debates
and the role of the environment in shaping the antebellum economy of northeastern north
carolina he then details the emergence of a rift between unionist and confederate factions
in the area in 1861 the events in 1862 that led to the formation of local guerrilla bands and
general wild s 1863 military operation in pasquotank camden and currituck counties he
explores the local state regional and confederate congress s responses to the events of the
wild raid and specifically to daniel bright s hanging revealing the role of racism in shaping
those responses finally myers outlines the outcome of efforts to negotiate neutrality and
the state of local loyalties by mid 1864 revising north carolina s popular civil war mythology
myers concludes that guerrilla violence such as bright s execution occurred not only in the
highlands or piedmont region of the state s homefront rather local irregular wars stretched
from  one  corner  of  the  state  to  the  other  he  explains  how  violence  reshaped  this
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community and profoundly affected the ways loyalties shifted and manifested themselves
during the war above all myers contends bright s execution provides a tangible illustration
of the collapse of social order on the southern homefront that ultimately led to the downfall
of  the  confederacy  microhistory  at  its  finest  executing  daniel  bright  adds  a  thought
provoking chapter to the ever expanding history of how americans have coped with guerrilla
war
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